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1  THt  CUKISTIAN’s  LIFE  OF  FAITH. 

4 

JonN'Jr.  S.  Tkiftis  lifr  rtcrnul^  that 
■■  they  init'ht  knot:'  thcr,  the  only 
true  (lod,  and  Jems  Christ  whom 
,  thou  hast  sent. 

JUS  is  the  way  of  faith  by  which 
1  1  live,  the  truth  which  I  have 

learned  from  the  word  of  (iod,  and 
t  which  the  Holy  Ghost  has  scal- 
?  cd  upon  niy  hcaiT.  This  is  the  r.^cc 
,  i*;roiind  ui)on  which  I  run,  where  I 
am  picsei’ved  from  every  false  path, 
and  shall  obtain  the  prize  of  life. 

.  I  acknowledge  myself  to  be  a 
f  poor  and  wretched  worm  ;  I  know 
u  tlkit,  by  my  original  and  actual  sins, 
p  I  have  deserved  tlie  wrath  ot  find, 
imi  am  justly  obnoxious  to  temporal 
t  death  and  eternal  damnation. 

Rtt  the  son  of  Ciod  has  given 
I  himself  for  me,  and  reconciled  me 
to  the  I'ather  by  his  blood,  so  that 
Cod  doth  not  ihipute  my  sins  to  me  ; 
hut  imputes  for  my  justification  the 
r  righteousness  of  his  only  begotten 
^  son,  wl'iich  I  receive  by  faith  in  Ids 
I  name. 

That  faith  by  which  T  am  truly 
justified  is  of  the  operarnm  of  the 
^  Holy  (ihost,  who  has  filled  niy 
^  breast  w  ith  faith. 


sus,  I  am  not  justified  at  one  time 
and  condemned  at  another  ;  but  I 
am  always  and  consta!itly  in  the 
grace  of  God,  and  have  in  my  heart 
the  witness  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  my 
adoption  of  God. 

I  no  not  at  all  consider  myself  to 
be  free  from  faults  and  infirmities  ; 
vea,  I  well  know  that  those  which 
God  hath  (lisco\’erc(l  to  my  vievv 
cannot  he  nunibercd,  and  1  firmly  be- 
iieve  that  those  which  1  do  not  sec 
are  more  numerous  ;  yet  since  I 
am  in  (dirist  Jesus  and  he  in  me, 
these  my  faults  and  infirndlies  are 
not  imputed  to  me,  but  God  is  for¬ 
bearing  and  forgiving  towards  me 
as  a  father  with  a  child. 

Notwithstanding,  )iis  grc-icc 
doth  not  render  me  carele^^s,  but  ex¬ 
cites  me  flaily  to  l:e  more  and  more 
1  cnew  ed  in  the  spirit  of  niy  mind. 

God,  who  produces  w  hatever  is 
good  in  me,  makes  a  filial  fear  to  re¬ 
side  in  my  heart,  and  he  hath  im¬ 
planted  an  awful  reverence  for  his 
holy  majesty,  which  preserves  me 
from  sinning,  or  turning  Ids  grace 
into  laciviousness. 

He  purgeth  me  as  a  branch  of 
the  vine,  that  1  continually  bear 
more  fruit. 


Since  God  has  thus  graciously  T  am  actually  cleansed  by  the 
received  me  by  faith  in  his  Son  Jc-  word  which  Jesus  Christ  hath  spok- 


386 


TTht  ChtUiian  &  Life  %f  Faith. 


cn,  and  which  I  have  believed.— 
This  is  not  a  mere  imagination  or 
false  conclusion,  for  Christ  hath  tru¬ 
ly  loved  me  and  washed  me  from  my 
sins  in  his  own  blood  ;  my  salvation 
which  comprises  the  pardon  of  my 
sins,  is  well  ordered  and  sure. 

God  has  let  me  feel  my  depravi¬ 
ty,  and  has  given  me  grace  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  my  natural  pollution  and 
inability.  By  this  he  hath  magnifi¬ 
ed  the  riches  of  his  mercy  in  work¬ 
ing  faith  in  my  w  icked  heart. 

» 

What  I  have  thus  seen,  and 
heard,  and  learned,  by  spiritual  ex¬ 
perience,  is  more  certain  and  sure 
to  me,  than  what  I  see  with  my  eyes,' 
or  hear  witlviny  cars,  or  touch  with 
my  hands. 

* 

God  himself  has  taught  me  clear¬ 
ly  to  distiguish  between  light  and 
darkness,  imagination  and  reality. 

But  God  is  not  only  faithful  to 
forgive  our  sins,  but  also  just  to 
cleanse  us  from  all  unrighteousness. 

Therefore  I  confess  my  sins 
and  pollution  before  him,  and  de¬ 
sire  continually  to  be  more  and  more 
purified. 

I  CONSEQUENTLY  fight  against 
sin,  and  crucify  the  flesh  with  its  af¬ 
fections  and  lusts ;  yet  I  cannot  do 
this  in  my  own  strength,  but  thro’ 
the  Holy  Gliost,  who  dwells  and 
works  in  me. 

My  beginning,  and  progress  and 
ending,  is  by  faith  in  Jesus. 

While  I  am  conscious  of  my  ut¬ 
ter  inability,  and  acknoAvledge  that  I 
can  of  myself  do  nothing  but  sin  ; 
when  I  feel  that  I  cannot  of  myself 
draw  near  to  God  and  enjoy  his  com¬ 
munion,  but  depend  wholly  upon 
his  grace,  and  look  to  the  Lamb  of 


/  • 

Ciocl  who  bore  mv  sins,  and  cairi 
through  his  blood  to  the  Father 
then  a  new  power  i»  cominunicatf 
to  me,  and  I  feel  faith  in  my  hej, 
as  a  divine  light  and  fire  ;  I  tas> 
the  love  ef  Christ ;  and  the  nei 
man  grows  as  “  a  good  tree  in 
verdure,’^  which  blossoms,  difTus 
its  fragrance,  and  produces  fruit 
ceptable  to  God  and  man. 

I  DO  not  seek  to  be  justified  inoq 
way,  and  sanctified  in  another, 
have  but  one  wav,  that  is  Chrisj 
who  is  the  way,  the  truth,  and 
life. 

As  I  cleave  to  nothing  but  Ch 
when  I  plead  for  the  pardon  of 
sins,  so  I  cleave  alone  to  him, 
turn  in  simplicity  and  sincerity 
his  grace  and  power,  when  I  stt 
to  increase  in  faith,  in  love,  and  I 

Yfa,  I  need  nothing  moretoi 
able  nie  to  stand  in  the  gnict! 
ceived,  and  tlie  rcnewe<l  pnet 
which  the  Son  of  Ciod  ii.as  given 
(to  know  hisn  ih.tt  is  true,  ‘d 
continue  in  him  who  is  true,'] 
this  way  tlie  work  of  God  is  pot 
ed  in  me  ;  for  (iod  alone,  "it; 
my  aid,  is  the  author  and  finii 
his  own  work. 

When  I  yield  myself  to  befe 
ed  by  him  as  an  infant,  and  ceas 
oppose  his  Spirit,  he  then  work 
me  both  to  will  and  to  do,oflii*' 
good  pleasure. 

But  it  is  not  his  will  that  I  sl'l 
become  negligent,  and  sink 
a  sense  of  my  dependence) 
carelessness  and  sloth  ;  I  ni!>y| 
nor  do  I  seek  rest  and  peace 
self ;  for  tliis  would  ]>roclucc 
sliding,  and  I  should  thereby 
perceptibly  withdraw  from  bij 
vine  and  blessed  influences. 

Ills  living  and  lifc-givir>S 
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worketh  always  in  his  people,  and 
happy  they  who  eagerly  drink 
the  vivifying  stream,  and  turn  not 
away  fi  om  the  waters  of  life. 

The  Spirit  fatigues  none  by  his 
sanctifying  influences.  His  opera¬ 
tions  arc  as  a  still  small  voice,  and, 
through  strength  communicated  by 
him,  it  is  not  difficult  for  a  soul,  jus¬ 
tified  in  the  blood  of  Jesus,  to  rise 
upon  the  wings  of  faith  and  love. 

To  the  humble,  the  Lordis  friend¬ 
ly  ;  for  the  graces  of  the  Holy  Cihost 
are  richly  dispensed  to  contrite 
hearts. 

But  true  humility  is  grounded 
and  rooted  in  that  justification  which 
proceeds  from  grace. 

WitiT.E  the  sinner  acknowledges 
no  merit  in  himself,  hut  finds  all  in 
Christ,  his  soul  will  be  filled  with 
heavenly  peace  ;  lie  will  be  quick- 
rned  and  strengthed  in  God  ;  but 
as  soon  as  his  heart  is  puffed  up, 
and  whenever  he  ceases  to  seek  and 
find  Ins  happiness  exclusively  in  the 
<li  vine  atonement,  he  treads  a  [)ath 
of  error,  strewed  with  anxiety  and 
danger. 

Nevertheless,  God  has  ap¬ 
pointed  seasons  for  the  trial  and  hii- 
iniliation  of  liis  people  ;  and  altho* 
the  believer  may  not  depart  from 
tlie  ri^ht  way,  he  must  expect  to 
passlhrouglrmany  temptations  and 
tribulations,  that  the  secret  depravi¬ 
ty  of  his  own  heart  may  be  revealed 
to  him, 

I3ut,  ah  !  how  readily  we  devi¬ 
ate  from  the  right  and  narrow  way  ! 

speedily  objects  occur  to  the 
Jidncl,  by  which  the  believer,  before 
is  aware  of  his  danger,  is  drawn 


from  the  simplicity  of  bis  filial  ex¬ 
ercises  !  while  he  flatters  himself 
with  having  obtained  a  better  frame 
of  mind,  he  often  slides  back  imper¬ 
ceptibly  from  the  gosple  to  the  law. 

The  gospel  has  a  divine  simpli¬ 
city  ;  and  infuses  into  the  soul  of  a 
believer  a  benevolence  towards  all 
men,  arising  out  of  his  temper  and 
privileges  as  a  child  of  Ciod.  The 
go.speI  is  perspicuous;  it  isasliiuing 
liglu,  a  pure  stream  of  peace  ;  it 
gives  rest  from  our  own  righteous¬ 
ness  ;  it  inlroduaes  u«  to  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  God,  and  puts  us  in  the  pos¬ 
session  of  his  salvation.  Blessed  is 
the  man  who  is  not  made  ashamed 
of  hi^  hope  ;  a  shame  which  they 
must  experience  who  do  not  look  a- 
lone  to  Christ  for  redemption,  while 
they  follow  the  doctrines  and  ex¬ 
amples  of  men  instead  ot  the  Sav¬ 
iour.  A  shame  that  will  assuredly 
be  experienced  whenever,  with  lof¬ 
ty,  flights  the  unwary  believer  in¬ 
dulges  in  spiritual  pride,  and  es¬ 
teems  his  growth  in  grace  greater 
than  it  actually  is.  No  man,  by  any 
pretensions  or  efforts  can  add  one 
cubit  to  his  stature  ;  anJ  the  new' 

man  lias  also  his  determinate  dimon- 

. 

blOUS. 

Nature  prefers  her  own  way,  and 
discerns  no  other  for  obtaining  hap¬ 
piness  and  perfection,  than  by  our 
own  works,  exertions,  and  righte¬ 
ousness  :  but  the  way  of  God  is  di 
rectly  the  reverse. 

He  brings  down  our  pride,  redu¬ 
ces  our  sufficiency  to  nothing,  that 
he  himself  may  be  all  in  all. 

Am.  this  is  comprised  in  that  one 
word  :  he  that  believeth  on  the  Son 
hath  everlasting  life.  Lord  Jesus  ! 
lead  me  by  thy  good  Spirit  in  a  plain 
path.  C.  Mag. 
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A  DREAM. 

Mr.  Editor^ 

SoLOMOx  remarks  that  in  the 
multitude  of  dreams  tljerc  are  di¬ 
vers  vaniiies’’— hut  if  an  useful  hint 
may  be  derived  fro.ii  that  quarter,  I 
do  not  see  that  the  wise  man’s  senti¬ 
ment,  howet'er  generally  just  obli¬ 
ges  us  to  reject  it  merely  on  account 
.of  the  visionary  medium  through 
which  it  com«s.  If  you  think  with 
me,  perliaps,  you  may  find  room  in 
some  future  number  lor  the  follow¬ 
ing  dream. 

I  thought  I  was  in  some  church 
in  the  midst  of  which  was  an  open 
grave  ;  a  number  of  people  were 
present  together  wdth  the  Bishop 

of  P - -  ■  .n  his  robes,  and  that 

the  person  about  to  be  intered  was 
Sir  Isaac  Newton.  Owing  to  some 
inconsistency  very  common  in 
dreams,  the  interment  w  as  just  tak¬ 
ing  place  without  tlie  performance 
of  any  service^  though  the  Bishop 
^as  there.  Some  of  tlic  people 
thinking  how’  disgraceful  it  w  as  that 
such  a  character  should  be  liuddlcd 
into  the  dust  in  this  indecent  way, 
looked  to  me  to  stand  forwards  and 
say  somethi.ig  over  him.  1  trem¬ 
bled  exceedingly  at  the  idea  of  com¬ 
plying  in  such  circumstances,  but  at 
length  advanced,  and  began  to  speak ; 
on  wdiich  I  recovered  my  spirits, 
and  I  thought  spoke  with  consider¬ 
able  animation.  ^V"hen  I  first  a- 
woke  1  could  have  set  down  most  of 
the  oration,  but  a  great  part  of  it  has 
now  escaped  my  memery.  How¬ 
ever,  I  recoKect  for  substance  the 
following  sentences  which  I  shall 
subjoin.  Turning  to  the  Bishop  I 
said. 

?Jy  Lord, 

icoxsiDKii  myself  as  utterly 
inccnjpclent  to  this  august  and  in¬ 
teresting  service,  but  wiiile  I  almost 
sink  under  the  duty  im]>oscd  upon 


me,  I  \ic\v  it  as  an  high  honor  even 
to  stand  by  the  grave  and  speak  o- 
ver  the  remains  of  a  man,  w  ho  hat 
been  an  ornament  to  his  country 
and  human  nature — a  man  whose 
name  has  been  held  in  the  higest 
veneration  by  thousands  and  thou- 
sands,  both  of  the  living  and  the 
dead. — One  too,  whose  name  has 
perhaps,  thrown  more  weight  into 
the  Christian  scale,  than  that  of  any 
individual  since  the  times  of  the 
postles~not  imleed  so  much  by  his 
writings,  immortal  as  they  will  be, 
on  every  subject,  but  by  the  autborh 
ty  which  his  abilities  and  character 
has  given  to  the  credibility  of  christ- 
tianty.  When  infidels  have  objcc- 
ed  to  the  divine  origin  of  the  gos¬ 
pel,  thousands  have  been  disposed 
to  say,  (and  their  faith  has  been 
confirmed  by  the  sentiment,)  ‘  il  I 
err  on  this  point,  ’tis  iny  cons(>lalioii 
however  that  I  err  vvitli  Newton.* 

When  w'c  stand  before  this 
tomb  iiiulcr  the  influence  of  scepti¬ 
cal  principles,  how  inexpressibly 
melancholy  arc  our  reflections ! 
We  arc  interring  tlic  remains  of 
one  of  the  first  of  human  minds  ; 
the  most  capacious  understanding, 
the  most  penetrating  talents,  the 
most  extensive  knowledge,  are  a- 
bout  to  be  covered  up  in  that  gloomy 
cavern,  and  lost  in  everlasting  use¬ 
lessness  and  oblivion.  How  mor¬ 
tifying  tlic  idea  !  On  the  other  liand, 
when  we  look  at  such  a  grave 
through  the  medium  of  the  gospel, 
what  a  grandeur  of  prospect  opens 
to  our  view  !  Wc  trace  the  illustri¬ 
ous  philosopher  and  Christian,  from 
his  earthly  station  to  liis  heavenly 
abode,  and  w’c  consider  him  now  in 
his  present  exaltation,  as  far  exceN 
ling  himself  below,  in  knowlede,  in 
capacity,  and  in  virtue,  as  liis  high¬ 
est  attainments  on  earth,  exceeded 
the  powers  of  a  new  born  babe.” 

Much  to  the  same  purpose  I 
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thous^ht  I  delivered,  on  vriuch  the 
bishop  thanked  me  lor  my  services, 
the  assembly  dispersed,  and  I  awoke, 
and  behold  it  w'as  a  dream* 

Mag. 


Good  words  and  good  works  the  test 
oj  Christian  character. 

The  Apostle  Paul,  in  a  prayer 
for  the  Thessalonians,  seems  to 
touch  upon  the  peculiar  and  jflorious 
trutlis  of’  the  j^ospcl  ;  but  he  con¬ 
cludes  it,  by  recpicsting  the  Lord  to 
•Vcstablish  them  in  every  good  word 
and  work/'  2  Tlies.  ii.  16,  17.  Such 
was  the  importance  w  hich  the  a[)os- 
tlc  attached  to  personal  character. 
Not  a  good  w'ord  or  work  escaj^es 
his  holy  mind  ;  hence  he  piays, 
that  belie rers  may  be  established  in 
the  performance  of  every  one  of 
them.  The  attempt,  therefore,  to 
explain  and  recommend  such  a 
practice,  cannot  be  foreign  to  the  A- 
posilc's  design. 

Good  words,  in  the  first  instance, 
are  such  as  should  be  employed  in 
expresing  our  piety  and  devotion. 

I  mean,  when  our  fellow-creatures 
are  ear-witnesses  of  what  we  say. 
rherc  are  many  seasons  and  opjX)r- 
tunities,  often  occuring,  when  de¬ 
votional  language  Wccoines  us. 
What  arc  the  duties  or  associations 
of  life  that  can  exclude  reverence 
ai'id  fear  of  God,  trust  and  confi- 
ilence,  gratitude  and  love  ?  Xc^t  on¬ 
ly  the  common  bounties  of  Provi¬ 
dence,  but  the  many  instances  of 
special  interposition,  afibrd  us  op¬ 
portunities  of  gratefully  expressing 
the  lovin<^  kii^dncss  of  the  Lord." 

o  o 

It  was  reviewing  the  power  and 
goodness  of  (iod  towards  his  peojile, 
that  D  ivicl  was  maid  to  exclaim,  O 
bless  our  God,  ye  people,  and  make 
the  voice  of  his  praise  to  be  heard  : 


S8y 

who  holdelh  our  soul  in  life,  and 
sufiercth  not  our  feet  to  be  moved/* 

Candor  and  kindness  will  vent 
their  cfl’ufion  in  good  words.  Can¬ 
dor  wdll  pay.  her  willing  homage  to 
truth  ;  but  she  will  also  respect  the 
characters,  the  opinions,  the  feelings 
of  others.  She  will  be  careful  of 
misconstructions,  and  avoid  inisrcp- 
resentation.  Uniform  dignity  of 
character  wdll  ensure  her  approba¬ 
tion  and  praise,  not  only  in  a  Iricnd, 
but  in  an* adversary.  Nor  will  the 
law  of  kindness"  refuse  her  tongue 
which  caw  be  employed  for  others. 
A  kind  heart  shall  seldom  want  an 
elcxjucnt  tongue.  Objects  of  com¬ 
passion  arc  numerous  ;  snd  lan¬ 
guage  of  pity,  of  consolation,  and 
counsel,  should  be  casonably  em¬ 
ployed  towards  such  objects  ;  nor 
should  a  good,  a  kind  word  be  want¬ 
ing,  in  exciting  the  attention  of  oth¬ 
ers  towaixls  the  relief  ofhuman  mis¬ 
ery.  ‘‘  i3e  kind  one  to  another,  and 
tender-hearted  ;  comfort  the  feeble- 
m  nded,  support  the  w  eak,  and  be 
p.'itieiu  tow’ard  all  men." 

The  love  of  fidelity,  of  equity,  and  ' 
justice,  will  educe  good  words  from 
a  Christian,  though  they  may  be  ut- 
tereil  at  the  expense  of  ease  or  in¬ 
terest.  In  cppcbing  error,  in  de¬ 
tecting  sin,  in  correcting  vice,  and 
in  pouU'ug  out  danger,  we  shall  act 
a  faithful  patt  to  our  fellow-crea¬ 
tures.  Some  people,  from  various 
causes,  arc  strangely  inattentive  to 
the  duties  ef  their  station.  Now,  if 
we  see,  or  kiiow'  of  their  defective 
morality,  should  we  not  be  ready  to 
expose  and  correct  their  evil  habits  f 
Whatsoever  things  are  pure,  are 
true,  arc  honest,  are  lovely,  and  of 
good  report,"  let  us  urge  them  to 
think  on  these  things  ;"  that  their 
practice  may  exemplify  the  beauty^ 
the  harmony,  the  obligations  of  siicli 
precepts.  To  have  a  conscience 
void  of  ofiVnee  lowardi^  God  and 
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man,*'  will  he  of  service  lo  us  in  the 
discharj^c  of  that  duly,  which  is  here 
briedy  suggested. 

Good  words  should  be  ever  rea¬ 
dy  to  express  our  gratitude  and  love. 
WIvjre  benevolence  displays  its 
prompt  and  seasonable  aiil,  tlicrc 
it  is  natiirul  to  look  for  marks  of  es¬ 
teem,  and  expressions  of  graiitude 
in  return.  If  we  arc  requiredto**  hon¬ 
or  all  ineu/*  how  much  more  hon¬ 
or  are  those  entitled  to,  v.  hose  works 
of  mercy  and  benevolence  j>Iace 
tliem  in  so  elevated  a  state,  in  so 
dignilied  a  point  of  view,  to  the  com¬ 
mon  character  of  ma:ikind  ?  Sclf- 
intei'cst  may  impose  on  somci  ex¬ 
pressions  of  gratitude,  or  marks  of 
, obsequiousness  ;  hut  a  Christian 
should  be  grateful  to  a  benefactor, 
rot  only  because  it  is  his  duty  ‘‘to 
render  to  all  th'^ir  due,"  but  because 
there  is  sometliing  divbic  and  god¬ 
like  in  benevolence^  w  hlcli  he  should 
fiever  Lil  to  comnwnd  and  applaud. 
♦‘.Ever  follow  th:x  which  is 
both  among  your^clvcSj  and  towards 
ail  men." 

Good  words  sTionlJ  cevlaiuly 
form  a  coincidence  w  Ith  good 
Yet,  there  aie  some,  possessing  a 
mean  and  covetous  spirit,  v,  ho  seem 
glad  to  detach  the  latter  fiv>m  the 
former.  In  some  cases,  they  arc 
induced  or  com  [idled  to  have  fair 
speeches  and  good  words  m  readi¬ 
ness  ;  and  yet  they  form  many  cx- 
cusec,  most  of  w^hich  arc  specious, 
if  not  notoriously  contemptible, 
when  they  are  urged  to  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  a  good  work.  They  will 
say  to  the  poor,  “  Be  yc  warmed, 
be  ye  clothed,’*  but  withhohl  iiuth 
the  fuel  and  clothing,  when  it  is  in 
their  power  to  bestow  both.  How¬ 
ever.  waging  sucli  disoneurable  ex¬ 
ceptions,  I  sliali  define  and  •nforcc 
the  practice  of  good  works. 

A  Good  work  is  any  good  action 


that  contributes  lo  personal  iinprovc- 
ircnt,  to  the  gwdof  minkind,  and  to 
the  glory  of  God.  These  tilings 
should  fron^  the  motive  and  the  end 
of  all  oiir  actions. 

I  r  is  a  [food  work  to  attend  to 
those  duties  which  are  likely  to  ad¬ 
vance  personal  improvement  in  faith 
and  holiness.  Private  devotion, 
family  iniitruction  and  w  orship,  so¬ 
cial  duties,  and  public  services,  each 
respectively,  may  be  called  a  good 
work.  And  advaiuemcnt  in  the 
divine  liv'e,  will  be  promoted  by  the 
conscientious  observance  of  these 
,  duties  :  the  performance  of  them 
also,  w'lll  he  a  good  preparative  for 
other  services  of  practical  import¬ 
ance  and  public  utility. 

To  perform  ma'  ual  labour ;  to 
transact  business  ;  to  study  in  pre¬ 
paration  for  professional  pursuits  ; 
to  discharge  the  duties  of  any  profes¬ 
sion  or  oiVice  ;  to  read  and  medi¬ 
tate  ;  to  w'lite  and  to  publish  :  to 
engage  in  any  of  these  duties  or  pur¬ 
suits,  for  our  own  profit  or  for  the 
benefit  of  others,  if  our  motives  be 
pure,  is  a  goo^l  w  ork. 

Anothep  good  work  is  that  of 
rclieviijg  the  temporal  necessities 
!  of  minkind  ;  and,  if  possible,  do 
I  more  than  others  in  this  good  work. 
He  sliould  consider  what  he  cun  do, 
and  what  he  ought  to  do,  in  reliev¬ 
ing  the  miseries  of  man.  And 
tiicre  is  none  so  poor,  hut  he  may 
Sparc  to  visit,  to  converse,  to  pray 
with,  a  fellow-crcaturc,  when  the 
case  demands  it.  The  w'ants  of  tlic 
sufl'errer,  and  the  ability  of  the  ob¬ 
server,  should  be  duly  considered 
in  al!  works  of  mercy  and  compas¬ 
sion. 

Finally,  it  is  a  good  work 
promote  the  spiritual  welfare  of  our 
fellowvcreaturcs.  \^"hat  prayers  and 
instruclious  ;  Avhut  lending  and  giv- 
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ing  of  books  ;  v’hat  subriCi  tptions 
and  donations;  what  n»?auteiii- 
duties  and  private  labors  }  vrl.at 
writing  of  letters,  of  essays  a’.  ^  trea¬ 
tises  ;  what  tempers  aiuf  conduct, 
should  be  engaged  and  devoted  to 
tliis  important  object,  the  salvation 
of  fellow -sinners  !  Cliiistians  !  the 
preceding  hints  shonld  bring  you  to 
the  test ;  should  lead  yon  to  exam¬ 
ine  what  has  been  your  spirit  and 
conduct ;  snd  should  prompt  you 
to  pray  and  to  labor,  that  your  re- 
fnaining  life  may  bring  forth  more 
fruit  to  God.  ^lay  we  all  be  active 
in  the  spheres  in  which  we  move. 
“  Let  us  not  be  weary  in  well  do¬ 
ing.  I-ct  us  provoke  one  another  to 
love  and  good  works.  Tor  he  who, 
in  these  things,  serveth  Christ,  wMl 
be  acceptable  to  God,  and  approved 
of  men,” 

SINGER  US. 


JifeHV  tentences  indiatinctly  recollect¬ 
ed  from  il/r.  John  last 

vjardsy  being  f'.art  of  an  hour's  con¬ 
versation  just  before  his  departure. 

“  \s  the  physicians,  no  doubt,  in¬ 
tend  their  medicines  for  healing  the 
weak  parts  of  the  body,  in  like  man¬ 
ner  God  has  laid  these  afflictions  on 
me,  for  healing  the  weak  and  disor¬ 
dered  parts  of  the  soul. 

“  Oh  !  how  easy  is  it  to  bear  the 
heaviest  afflictions  when  Christ  sup- 
pot  ts  1  and  though  I  were  to  bear 
the  greatest  torture,  it  is  nothing 
when  compared  with  that  weight  of 
glory  which  is  to  be  revealed.  As 
the  Lord  in  his  providence  disposed 
ric  to  preach  the  Gospel,  how’  shall 
J  stand  before  Chri.st’s  judgment 
seat,  if  I  have  not  preached  him  to 
sinners  I  I  am  a  great  sinner,  and 
deserve  nothing  but  eternal  damna¬ 
tion,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the 


first  covenant;  but  glory,  gloiyto 
Clo^I  in  the  hi{;vhcs(,  -  that  there  i* 
peace  proclaimed  on  earth,  .and 
goodwill  towards  the  chiklren  of 
nicn  :  All  my  desire  ia  to  be  found 
i.'i  Christ,  and  cloathcil  with  his 
righteousness  ;  for  in  that,  and  that 
alone,  cart  1  stand  before  him  with 
acceptance.  And  now,  O  I>urd» 
tlioti  knowest,  and  I  can  appeal  t(j 
thee,  that  I,  while  here  on  earthf 
liavc  endeavored  to  preach  the  un¬ 
searchable  riches  of  Christ  with 
great  warmth,  till  my  bowels  were 
sometimes  like  to  rent  within  me  ; 
and.  had  I  had  an  eternity  of  time, 
it  would  all  be  too  little  to  preach 
And  praise  Christ,  who  loved  me, 
and  gave  himself  k>r  me— for  me  in 
particular.  I  sec  tlic  gates  of  heav¬ 
en  opened  ;  1  sec  a  clood,  and  I  see 
the  guardian  angels  in  the  cloud, 
ready  to  carry  me  to  glory.  And 
now,  O  Lord,  if  these  should  say, 
chuse  life  or  death,  I  would  not  ex¬ 
change  the  views  I  have  of  death 
for  ten  thousand  worlds,  for  ten 
thousand  worlds,  for  ten  thoosand 
worlds,  8cc.  Uc. 

He  spoke  of  the  vanity  of  the 
world,  but  could  not  be  distinctly  un¬ 
derstood  or  heard,  he  was  so  low ; 
and  observing  his  sister  weeping,  he 
said,  are  you  mourning  because  I 
go  to  wear  a  crown  ?  Know  you  not, 
that  those  who  sleep  in  Jesus,  will 
God  bring  with  hiAi !  and  though 
the  body  be  brought  to  dissolution 
in  the  grave,  it  must  be  so,  that  it 
may  be  fashioned  like  Christ’s  glori¬ 
ous  body  in  the  morning  of  the  re¬ 
surrection. 

He  gave  many  advices  to  every 
one  one  in  the  family,  and  paiiicu- 
larly  exhorted  to  [secure  an  inter¬ 
est  in  Christ  before  death-bed  sick¬ 
ness.  He  said,  “Cod  is  love,  and 
oftentimes  at  the  throne  of  grace,  I 
have  been  made  to  say.  My  I.ord, 
and  my  Gc^.  Precious  Christ,  pre- 
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Poetry, 


cious  promises,  and  precious  grace  ! 
Christ  was  precious  to  me  while 
preaching  liiin,  and  he  is  much  more 
precious  in  dying.  Free  grace,” 
aind  with  his  last  breath  spoke  anoth¬ 
er  word,  which  was  not  understood. 

N.  B.  Mr.  John  McLean  died 
for  he  was  ordained. 


ly  external  a  tcf  n  of  chrisiraii  toiu- 
munion  with  us  do  wc  not  make  a 
difference  from  us,  in  modes  and 
forms  damnable  heresy  ?  Docs  not 
this  savour  of  Bigotry.  ? 


SELECT  SENTENCES. 

The  wise  and  prudent  conquer 
difficulties  by  daring  to  attempt 
them.  Sloth  and  folly  shiver  and 
shrink  at  sight  of  toil  and  danger, 
and  make  the  impossibility  they 
fear.  . 

Rowe. 

The  nature  of  man  is  so  framed 
that  not  only  by  often  hearing  him¬ 
self  called  a  fool,  he  believes  it ;  but 
by  often  calling  himself  a  fool,  he 
enters  in  the  same  opinion.  Every 
’qiei'son  holds  an  inwai'd  and  secret 
conversation  with  his  own  breast, 
and  such  as  it  highly  concerns  him 
■well  ■  to  regulate,  because  even  in 
this  sense,  “  Evil  communications 
•corrupt  good  mannei  s.” 

Pascal. 


QUERIES. 

% 

Are  not  some  of  the  command¬ 
ments  of  God  stated  in  the  old  tes- 
taraent,  omitted  in  the  new,  that 
the  former  might  not  fall  into  con¬ 
tempt  and  be  neglected  ?  Does  not 
tlic  wisdom  of  God  appear  in  this  ? 


Whek  George  W’hiteficld  was 
introduced  to  Dr.  Watts,  the  Doc- 
tor,  old  and  infirm,  rose  to  receive 
him.  Mr.  Whitcficld  begged  him 
to  keep  his  seat.  “  No,”  said  the 
Doctor,  ‘‘  1  win  honor  those  whom 
God  honors.”  This  was  a  saying 
worthy  of  tlie  man,  and  of  the  occa¬ 
sion. 


I  A  HYMN. 

Im  all  my  troubles,  sharp  and  strong, 
My  soul  to  Jesus  flies  ; 

Aly  anchor  hold  is  firm  in  him 
When  swelling  billows  rise. 

hA  comforts  bear  my  spi.it  up  , 

I  trust  a  faithful  God  ; 

The  sure  foundation  of  my  Ijope 
Is  in  a  Saviour’s  blood. 

Loud  Hallelujahs  sing,  my  soul, 

To  the  Redeemer’s  name  : 

In  joy  and  sorrow,  life  and  death* 
His  love  is  still  the  same. 
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